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Prussia. Meanwhile the main Prussian army had marched
to meet the Austrians in Bohemia, and a week's brilliant
campaign culminated on 3 July in the crushing defeat of
the Austrians at Sadowa (K6niggratz) ; before the end of
the month the Prussians were within striking distance of
Vienna ; terms of peace were arranged on the 26th ; the
brief but decisive war was over.
The definitive treaty was signed at Prague (2 August
1866). Bismarck, who had thought out every move in the
TREATY OF intricate diplomatic game, had already de-
PRAGUE           cided to secure Austria's friendship in the
greater struggle still ahead of Prussia. Hence the terms
were made as lenient as possible, consistent with the attain-
ments of the essential object of the war.
Austria lost no territory (except Venetia to Italy) and the war
indemnity was light, but she was excluded henceforward from Ger-
many. The ' Bund * was dissolved after an in-
- Slorious existence of half a century; Hanover,
Hesse-Cassel, Schleswig-Holstein, Lauenburg, Nas-
sau, and the free city of Frankfort-On-Main were annexed to Prussia,
and all the States north of the Main were to form a North German
Confederation under the Presidency of Prussia.
The annexations were of immense significance. For the
first time the Hohenzollern were masters of continuous terri-
tory stretching from the Rhine to the Baltic; they gained
nearly 25,000 square miles of territory and 5,000,000 sub-
jects, and (in Kiel) a magnificent naval base.
But the broad result of the Seven Weeks' War lay in the
exclusion of Austria from the Germanic body and the
definite acceptance of the Prussian hegemony by the States
north of the Main.
In February 1867, an Assembly met at Berlin representa-
tive of all the States of the North German Confederation ;
NORTH GER- Prussia, Saxony, the Grand Duchies of Meck-
MAN CON- ' lenburg-Schwerin, MecklenBurg-Strelitz, Old-
FEDERATION enburg and Soxe-Weimar, the Duchies of
Brunswick, Anhalt, Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, the free cities of
Hamburg, Lubeck and Bremen with smaller Duchies and